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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW
Caterpillar 784C with Towhaul RGS-225 Classics Lowboy Steven Downes

CONSTRUCTION REVIEW
The Smith Company was founded by Frank V Smith
back in the 1970s and began producing o�-road
lowboys and TowHooks in 1977, most of these units
are still in use today throughout the world, which is
a testament to the durability and reliability of the
design and production. The Company relocated to
Bozeman, Montana in 1990 and is known today as
Towhaul by Smith, a leader of o�-road Lowboys and
TowHooks. It is no surprise that they have chosen to
introduce a model of one of their most popular
lowboys and after several years in development, the
Towhaul RGS-225 with Caterpillar 784C prime
mover has now been produced in the popular 1:50
scale which is the largest model so far produced by
Norscot.
The unique design of the gooseneck allows
connecting / disconnecting of the trailer in about 90
seconds thanks to the grab hook design, even if the
ground is not level. The RGS-225 has a capacity to
transport machinery up to 250 tons in weight and
the model reviewed here features all the details of
the full sized machine.
The 784C prime mover shares the main chassis and
upper deck castings from the recently released 785D
mining truck with the new rear mounting frame for
the functional gooseneck. The front of the model has
a textured cooling grill and access steps rising across
the front of the engine bay. The bumper has four
work lights with painted lenses along with
accurately scaled metal safety railings and access
steps with front mud �aps which have been painted
on to give a realistic look. The cab interior has been
replicated with steering wheel and driver’s seat
visible through the clear windows. Grab rails have
been added to the cab frame, both at the front and
across the rear of the cab and the casting has crisp
door frame detailing. 

The front safety railings on the model are made of
metal and there is a hinge on one of the cross
sections which allow it to swing open to access the
top deck from the vertical ladder. The large tyres
�tted to the model have an authentic tread pattern
with a slight bulge in the side walls and the inner
wheel hubs have bolt head detailing cast into them.
The front axle features working steering of the front
wheels and there is an average amount of
movement in the mechanism whilst the rear wheel
drive housing has functional suspension which is a
nice addition to the model.
The rear of the chassis has a frame with two sti�
hydraulic cylinders which are used to raise the
gooseneck during loading / unloading of the trailer
and these are functional on the model and have
�exible plastic hoses �tted which travel to the
hydraulic distribution system mounted between the
fuel / hydraulic tanks. The truck’s frame has work

lights with painted lenses �tted at a crossing 45
degree and hydraulic hosing is also present on the
gooseneck from the distribution block to the large
lift cylinders and also to �exible piping which
connects to the trailer once hooked up.

When the gooseneck is hooked up to the trailer, the
two main hydraulic lift cylinders are not sti� enough
to hold the trailer in a raised position and because of
this, the gooseneck frame catches on the rear wheels
of the 784C tractor when under load. Norscot have
considered this and provided a plastic support piece
which is located on the underside of the trailer
between the rear wheels which clips over the main
pistons, once raised to prevent them dropping. This is
a nice touch on the model and allows heavy models
to be placed on the deck. 

The rear of the trailer has a visible frame section
with support bars and cast towing loops along with
four large, �exible rubber mud guards. The panels
over the rear wheels have lift up front covers along
with cast steps on the central structure and rear
facing brake and indicator lights are visible. The
access ladders on each side of the trailer bed have
accurately scaled black grab rails and tie down
shackle detailing has been cast into the side frames
of the bed. The front of the bed has a ramp with
raised bars cast into the surface for added traction
for loading/unloading machinery and the wooden
bed panels on the trailer are made from plastic with
simulated wood texturing whilst the main hook bar
is cast into the trailer frame and this is where the
gooseneck hooks connect to raise the bed o� the
ground.

The model is available from the Towhaul online shop
(www.towhaulstore.com) in a specially printed
Towhaul packaging whilst the model will also be
released shortly to the model dealer network in
Caterpillar branded packaging.
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